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She dreams big

The Gathering of Women, Inc. held their
2019 Men and Women of Distinction Awards Sunday, April 28.

2019 Men and Women
of Distinction Awards
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
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Staff Writer

A life of service

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Gathering of Women, Inc. 2019
Men and Women of Distinction
Awards Ceremony kicked off an
amazing afternoon Sunday, April
28. The St. Petersburg Country
Club, located at 2000 Country
Club Way S, was filled with family
and friends who came out to support the achievements of this
year’s honorees.
The Distinction Awards are
given to honor individuals who
have tirelessly given their time,
talent and expertise to benefit the
community. These heroes represent a broad range of activism
that included health, culture, pub-
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lic service and business.
Each year, candidates for the
Distinction Awards undergo a
strict review process that starts in
the previous year. To evaluate the
nominations, a selection committee gauges all names within the
context of community involvement, leadership, commitment, a
concern for humanity and having
an enduring and meaningful impact.
Andrida Hosey, the lead theater instructor for the fine arts
program at John Hopkins Middle
School, took over the mistress of
ceremonies duties while Rev. L.
Don Middleton, pastor of New
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,
gave the keynote address.

See RELAY, page 9

See SINNERS, page 8

See AWARDS, pages 6-7

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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Event lead Timeka Walker and the
South St. Petersburg Relay For Life coordinators
won’t need to walk, and help support survivors who are so strong
and valiant in their fight.”
The American Cancer Society
reports that about 98,020 cancer
cases in black men and 104,240
cases in black women are expected to be newly diagnosed in
2019. Prostate cancer is the most
commonly diagnosed cancer in
black men, and breast cancer the
most common in black women.
About 36,840 black men and
36,190 black women are expected
to die from cancer in 2019. More
than 1.3 million African Americans

Staff Writer

with a history of cancer were alive
on January 1, 2016, many of
whom were diagnosed years earlier.
Collectively, blacks have the
highest death rate and shortest
survival of any racial/ethnic group
in the U.S. for most cancers. Black
men also have the highest cancer
incidence rate. The cause of these
inequalities are complex and reflect social and economic disparities and cultural differences that
affect cancer risk as well as the difference in access to high-quality

This year’s Roger and Renee
Ambrose Education Scholarships were awarded to Sierra
Lowery (Boca Ciega), Elissa
Redix (Boca Ciega), Joanna
Miller (Gibbs High), Jordan
Bolds (Northside Christian),
Tomeeka Wright (Pinellas Technical College), Brittine Seveur
(Pinellas Technical College) and
Kristopher King. These seven
youths are eager to make a difference in the community, and a
scholarship is the organization’s
way of giving them a head start.
The Gathering of Women’s
Josephine Lampley said they
strive to help as many young people as possible, but community

South St. Pete Relay For Life breaks records
ST. PETERSBURG –Hundreds of cancers survivors, caregivers and supporters met on the
track field at Lakewood High
School last Friday to raise funds to
improve cancer survival, decrease
the incidence of cancer and improve the quality of life for those
stricken with the disease and their
caretakers.
Each year, more than 5,000
Relay For Life events take place in
more than 20 countries. The
South St. Petersburg Relay for Life
has been going strong since 2005,
and the May 3 event is the largest
so far with 28 teams participating.
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin stopped by to lend her
support for the event. Before stepping into politics, she worked at
Bayfront Health System for more
than 15 years and saw firsthand
the healthcare issues that plague
the community.
“Every step that you take
tonight will make a difference,”
she said. “It not only funds research, it fuels hope, gives us all a
reason to believe that one day we

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

ST. PETERSBURG – Even
though it was a Friday night, Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church’s pews were overflowing to learn more about the Bible
in a cinematic fashion. Writer and
director Jimmy Jenkins was in
town to screen the Florida premiere of his film “Sinners
Wanted.”
While in Houston for a conference last year, Senior Pastor Rev.
Louis Murphy Sr. and Youth Pastor Shawn Thomas met the aspiring young filmmaker. Jenkins
talked about a religious film he
wanted to make that would entice
the younger generation to go to
church.
“I’m always one for being an
encourager, and low and behold
he done did it,” Rev. Murphy said.
And Jenkins did it up! “Sinners
Wanted” stars Lamman Rucker of
“Greenleaf” fame, veteran actor
Clifton Powell and even social
commentator Roland Martin
made a cameo appearance.
Jenkins warned the congregation before the movie started that
it was about a prostitute.
“Now listen, don’t get mad at
me. I take it right out the Bible,”
he said, encouraging everyone to
go to the book of Hosea. “You
guys understand that 70 percent
of my generation don’t go to
church.”
Jenkins explained that the
younger generation is too busy on
social media or Netflix to take the
time and understand what the
Bible is really teaching. He feels
that if there are films out there
that spoke to this generation, they
would be willing to learn and understand the Word of God.
He said he feels God put him
on this earth to take Bible stories
and transform them into presentday relatable example of God’s
Word.
The independent 28-year-old
filmmaker quit a good paying job
working at Tyler Perry Studios to
break out on his own. His father
told him he wasn’t going to cover
his bills, but he had a message
from God that was larger than any
paycheck.
“I know when he told me, he
said, ‘I need you in my army.’ And
at the end of the day, Tyler Perry

Infinite Potential
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Filmmaker Jimmy Jenkins
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Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

WOW! And I say Again WOW!!! Part 2
Praise the Lord.
There is a teaching
that it was only the Abrahamic covenant that was
finished on the cross
and that Christ had to go
on and suffer for all our
sins under the hands of
Satan in the underworld
and be reborn in hell.
There He suffered all
that we would if we died
without redemption. It is
from His suffering in
hell that we were
brought back from the
slave market of sin.
There is a teaching
that we can speak the
word by faith over and
over and we will receive
all that we ask for because we have the Holy
Spirit and the promises.
The only thing that
stands in our way is our
own faith. It is God’s will
is to give us his children
whatever we ask.
There is a teaching
that we can be and do all
that Jesus did because
we are sons. That we
can go beyond even the
apostles in our miracles
and eventually the kingdom of God will take
over the world before
Christ comes with the
Church as the head. We
have the authority and
he is waiting on us to
use it.
How to interpret
Scripture does matter, it
can cost you your physical life and in some
cases your spiritual wellbeing now and in your
afterlife later. It is not
just a matter of opinion
when essentials are involved. It becomes critically important in these
last days to be sure of
what we believe and
practice. For it shapes

our attitude toward serving and looking to the
Lord’s coming.
Paul writes, “For I espoused you to one husband, that I might
present you as a pure
virgin to Christ. But I
fear, lest by any means,
as the serpent beguiled
Eve in his craftiness,
your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity and the purity
that is toward Christ…
The elements of first
love then are simplicity
and purity…The love of
the Church to Christ is
typified by the love of
the wife for the husband.
The love of Christ to
the Church is unselfish
love; he died for us while
we were still his enemy.
It is a love that is patient,
nurturing, caring giving
her the attention she
needs, a love in which
there was no selfishness. What is the
Church’s
love
for
Christ?
It should be the
same recognizing he is
our headship our covering we should have a response of submission of
love to his perfect love.
Faithfulness
-having
only eyes for him as he
has only eyes for her.
This was done he said
by continuing in His
word. But there are
those who come along
telling us something
quite different what his
word means.
Our God is a jealous
God who does not want
to see his people’s affections toward the things
of the world or other
teachers who represent
him incorrectly. What
should be toward the

only true God can go to
others without us being
aware of it. Our love involves loyalty allegiance
and passion.
THE LOVE in the
Scriptures
is
shed
abroad in the believer’s
heart. It is a selfless
love, that does not care
that they are accused of
“not having love”; or accused of being judgmental, or unreasonable if
they know they are on
the side of the Scripture.
Anyone who loves another with the LOVE of
Christ will never think I
hope I don’t offend
them, I hope they will
still like me after I tell
them? It doesn’t matter
because you really
CARE for the welfare of
that other person. So
you are willing to endure
their rejection, maligning and insults, and if
necessary even their hatred in order to help
them. It is a matter of
truth that prompts the
concern for real love to
correct and challenge.
James 5:19-20 says,
“Brethren, if anyone
among you wanders
from the truth, and
someone turns him
back, let him know that
he who turns a sinner
from the error of his
way will save a soul from
death and cover a multitude of sins.” Essentially,
we are our brother’s
keeper. James calls
keeping silent a sin of
omission. John 4:17 proclaims, “To him who
knows to do good and
does not do it, to him it
is sin.”
Till next week,
God Bless
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introduced her to the idea of having
fun in a pool without fear or bias.
Swimming is thought to be a sport
that does not appeal to black girls for
a variety of reasons. Manuel was encouraged to dream big and to dream
differently.
Who would have thought that
swimming would take Manuel around
the world and land her in record
books and with endorsement deals?
Well, she did.
Manuel specializes in sprint
freestyle. At the 2016 Rio Olympics,
she won two gold and two silver
medals. Specifically, Manuel won a
gold medal in the 100-meter freestyle
and another in the 4x100-meter medley.
Also, she won a silver medal in the
50-meter freestyle and another one in
the 4×100-meter freestyle relay.
Manuel also holds three world
records as a member of a relay team.
She is also a six-time individual
NCAA Division I Women’s Swimming
and Diving Championships champion
and helped Stanford University win
the NCAA team championship in
women’s swimming and diving in 2017
and 2018.
Being conscious of the messages
we give to girls is essential. What history will she make if she is encouraged to dream BIG and to dream
differently? Time will tell.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author,
and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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Do you ever wonder what messages we are feeding our girls? Furthermore, what are we telling
African-American girls about the possibilities of her future?
Are we still in a time where the
message is that a prince will come to
save her — although he may not come
riding on a white horse? Are you
telling her to be cute, but not too
sassy? Do we encourage her to trust
other girls?
Meet Simone Ashley Manuel, the
first African-American woman to win
an individual Olympic gold in swimming. She also set an Olympic record
and an American record.
She is one of the first three AfricanAmerican women to place in the top
three spots in the 100-yard freestyle
event in any Division I NCAA Swimming Championship.
Currently, Manuel is an ambassador for the International Swimming
League, the world’s first professional
swimming league. She was born on
born August 2, 1996, and is an alumna
of Stanford University.
There was a time when girls were
not encouraged to play sports. Wellknown studies are showing, however,
that there are great mental, spiritual
and physical benefits to girls and
women when she does.
Although every child is different,
these benefits include higher self-esteem, lower rates of depression and
risk of suicide, better self-image, increased community involvement as
adults, lower rates of high school
dropout, better with math and science
and better self-reported health.
Manuel grew up with two older
brothers. Her parents did not attempt
to steer her interest away from participating in competitive sports because
she was their little girl. Instead, they
encouraged all three children to play
competitively. Not surprisingly, she
followed her older brothers’ lead right
into the pool.
At four years old, Manuel began
taking swimming lessons after watching her brothers swim with a team. By
11, she was swimming on a local club
called First Colony Swim Team.
Her interest to swim at four was
largely due to the fact that her parents
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Antidote to racism
Dear Editor:
The first time I was
called “nigger” was in
1956 in Fairmont, W.Va.,
walking
home
from
school. We were in the
fourth grade and were
supposed to be friends,
but when Cassidy called
me out of my name, the
friendship ended.
The fight was on because I felt violated and
something rose up in me
that was not pretty. When
I got home, my father, Rev.
Basha Jordan, Sr., found
out what happened and
did something radical. He
found out where Cassidy
lived and took me around
to his house.
We sat down with his
mom and dad, and my father had us apologizing to
each other. After this spiritual encounter, Cassidy
and I mended our friendship and kept on walking
home from school together.
The last time I was
called a nigger was one
evening last summer on
Park Boulevard here in St.
Pete. I saw a man that I
knew with his friends and
went to shake his hand as
I spoke to him. He looked
at me and said, “I’ll shoot
a nigger tonight...”
I walked away quickly,
prayerfully got on my motorcycle and rode home.
Racism is alive and well in
America.
Systemic
racism
causes persons to believe
that they are above another race, better than another person because of
skin color and they may
deny their racism because
they don’t even realize
that this false sense of
being privileged exists.
This is the real issue

surrounding Jordan Park,
systemic racism. The innate idea that black people
cannot run the St. Pete
Housing Authority unless
the white overseer calls
the shots is the same mentality that was alive during
400 years of slavery and
plantation mindset.
Let’s not be asleep to
the real issue, which is
economic in nature, entails control of the acreage
in Jordan Park and the
millions of dollars that are
generated in this low-income housing complex
every year. Gentrification
is all around Jordan Park,
and if the city gets control
of the housing authority
board of commissioners, it
will have control of Jordan
Park.
If the city gains control
of Jordan Park, what do
you think will happen to
black people living there?
Stay woke! “Faith without
works is dead.” (James
2:20)
Right now, black people have control of one of
the largest housing developments in the state of
Florida. Let’s do something radical: Only spend
our money with people of
color until the St. Petersburg Housing Authority
Jordan Park Redevelopment Project is finished.
Announce it in the
churches,
newspaper,
radio, on the drum. Yes,
we can make a difference
together in the name of
Jesus.
There is a need for
somebody, a God-fearing
man or woman, to do
something radical that
causes the fighting to
cease and for us to walk
this Jordan Park Issue
home together in a loving,

caring way. 1 Corinthians
13:2 says, “…and if I have
a faith that can move
mountains, but do not
have love, I am nothing.”
Those persons who
are set on trying to control
what happens in the SPHA
and Jordan Park, but have
no legal or elected obligation to the process, need
to show some humility
and love and allow Tony
Love to be who he has
been called to be, which is
the CEO of SPHA. Additionally, we all need to
pray for God’s intervention so that the tenants
who have been displaced
are returned to Jordan
Park expeditiously.
We as black people
need to show love and respect for one another,
even if we don’t agree in
every way. Let’s come together as a people of God
who know about faith in
Him and not embrace the
“divide and conquer” tactics of the enemy.
It’s amazing how much
we as a people have accomplished when we have
unified our marvelous talents, by faith.
Dr. Basha P. Jordan, Jr.
The Hope Dr.
HopeAliveOutreach.org
Grandson of Elder Jordan

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

Elie Wiesel, Nobel
Peace Prize winner, author, political activist
and Holocaust survivor,
often spoke of the need to
remember the Holocaust,
which resulted in the
killing of 6 million Jewish
people in Europe during
World War II. Of himself,
he wrote, “For the survivor who chooses to testify, it is clear: his duty is
to bear witness for the
dead and the living. He
has no right to deprive future generations a past
the belongs to our collective memory. To forget
would be not only dangerous but offensive to forget
the idea would be akin to
killing them a second
time.”
This quote also applies to African Americans. We cannot forget, in
fact, it behooves us to
learn more about the history of lynching in America, which was an
inhumane, horrific and
systematic method of terrorizing African Americans from the period of
Reconstruction after the
Civil War to the 1950s,
and undoubtedly later.
It was used to put
black people—in what
many white Americans
believed to be—in their
place and deny them their
rights as American citizens, especially the right
to vote under the United
States Constitution.
The Civil War was
fought to preserve the institution
of
slavery.
Eleven states, all from the
South, seceded from the
Union and in 1861 the war

began. The people in
power in these southern
states firmly believed in
the subordination of black
people and that political
power must forever be in
the hands of white people.
Many whites believed
the institution of slavery
would last forever. As the
war dragged on, many
former slaves escaped to
the North and the Union
Army; and after two years
of war, President Abraham Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863,
which stated that slaves
held in the Confederate
states would be “thenceforward, and forever
free.”
There was much resistance by the southern
states and the slave owners; however, the actual
abolition of slavery nationwide did not occur
until 1865 with the ratification of the 13th Amendment. By that time, racial
inequality had been ingrained in American society since the first arrival
of black people off a
Dutch slave ship in 1619.
Emancipation, this official freedom from slavery, prompted a great
upheaval in southern society. There was great resistance to relinquishing
racial power. White supremacy was a deep part
of the American belief
system before and after
the Civil War, and even to
this day.
Immediately after the
Civil War, (since the rebellious Confederacy and
those who fought to preserve its way of life were
forbidden to vote), black
Reconstruction began,
and for the first time in

American history, black
men were given the right
to vote. As a consequence
of doing so, and getting
elected to high state offices and to the United
States Congress for the
first time, a vicious backlash began.
Black people began to
be killed just for exercising their right to vote.
The only thing that kept
more black deaths from
taking place was the use
of Union soldiers, who
were placed throughout
the South by President
Ulysses S. Grant.
The beginning of helpful institutions such black
public schools, colleges
and universities, medical
and dental schools, the
Freedmen’s Bureau, the
introduction of a banking
system that could be used
by black Americans and
the prosecution and dismantling of the Ku Klux
Klan by the federal government were extremely
helpful.
When the Union
Army protection ended
around the late 1870s,
lynching began en masse.
In the report entitled
“Lynching
in
America: Confronting the
Legacy of Racial Terror”
by the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), “Mass incarceration, excessive penal
punishment, disproportionate sentencing of
racial minorities, and police abuse of people of
color reveal problems in
American society that
were framed in the terror
era. The narrative of
racial difference that
lynching dramatized continues to haunt us.”
EJI has verified 4,084
lynchings of black people

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

Lynching as a system
of terror in America
occurred between 1877
and 1950. Two documented lynchings happened here in Pinellas
County. This was also the
period of almost absolute
racial segregation, Black
Codes (separate laws pertaining solely to black
Americans throughout
the South) and Jim Crow.
According to EJI, “By
1890, the term ‘Jim Crow’
was used to describe the
subordination and separation of black people in the
South, much of it codified
and much of it still enforced by custom, habit,
and violence.”
The lynchings were
atrocious. Black men and
sometimes women were
hung from trees with
ropes around their necks,
from scaffolds and from
railroad tracks. Some
were beaten, maimed, cut
and burned alive while
hanging.
Many were public
spectacles, advertised in
local newspapers as to the
time and location of the
lynchings. Most were
without any real evidence
of any actual crime having
been committed. Black
men were often convicted
of rape, solely on the
word of a white female,
arrested, taken from jail
and lynched.
Blacks in the South
were terrorized if they violated any social law defined by white people,
intentionally or accidentally. This reign of terror
was legitimized by those
whites in positions of
power.
According to EJI,
black subjugation was
achieved by any means
necessary, and white perpetrators faced no legal

Teenager Jesse Washington was lynched and
burned in Waco, Texas, on May 15, 1916.
repercussions. Between
1877 to 1950, Florida has
been documented to have
perpetrated 311 lynchings, Louisiana 549, Mississippi 654, Georgia 589,
Arkansas 492 and Texas
335.
In looking for relief,
African Americans turned
to the black press. Antilynching forces gathered
around the black press
such as the NAACP and
freedom fighters such as
Ida B. Wells, T. Thomas
Fortune and Monroe
Work, a sociologist at
Tuskegee Institute.
By the 1950s, the Civil
Rights Movement was
well underway, and lynchings began to subside.
Black Americans took the

struggle to the ballot box
and to the courts. Thurgood Marshall, Charles
Hamilton
Huston,
Charles White and others
became “lions of the law”
in the civil rights fight.
This new phase of the
struggle for human rights
for black Americans
opened a brand new era
in American history that
is still on-going.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History, Inc.
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Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

A life of service
CLEARWATER
—
May is Military Appreciation Month, and Empath
Health gives a big shout
out and thanks to all present and past military
members and families for
their service and sacrifice.
Military, college and
family
It’s our honor to serve
veterans in our community and have veterans
support us such as Nero
Jones. For nearly eight
years, he has volunteered
in the welcome center of
our Clearwater service
center.
Joining the military
positively changed Jones’
life. He grew up in
Brunswick, Ga., and after
high school served for
two years in the army.
“The army gave me
the chance to be on my
own, settled me down and
helped me be responsible. I was in a heavy
weapons company,” said
Jones, noting that he was
scheduled to go to Korea
but a cease-fire happened.
“I went in to fight for our
country, and I stayed in to
get the GI Bill. Going into
the service before college
made a difference.”
His first mission after

the service was reuniting
with his mother and family back home. He next
moved to New York,
helped take care of his
cousin’s four children and
started a new job at the
New York Department of
Mental Health at Brooklyn State Hospital.
Then he set off to
West Virginia State College. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
education, met and married his first wife and had
a son and a daughter, and
she served as a Marines
gunnery sergeant for 24
years.
Serving veterans
Another path led
Jones back to the military
working as a recreation
therapist at the Albany
Stratton VA Medical Center. He rose up the ranks
to recreation and volunteer administration, met
and married his second
wife and retired after 32
years of service.
“Working at a VA was
something like hospice.
We had a small section for
hospice patients, a nursing home care unit, a psychiatric facility, outpatient
programs and a day treatment center for therapies

Empath Health Volunteer Nero Jones
and activities,” he explained. “We had to
change focus when the
younger guys came back
from Vietnam. It was
quite an experience building programs to meet the
needs of Vietnam veterans.”
Suncoast Hospice
care and volunteering
In 1999, the couple
transplanted to Florida for
warmer weather and his
wife’s job in software de-

velopment at Bay Pines
VA. After her retirement,
she was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer and
went into Suncoast Hospice care.
“She was being
treated, and it metastasized. While she was in
the hospital, they were
doing her prognosis, and
Suncoast Hospice was
brought in for the discharge planning. She said
she wanted to go home,”

he recalled.
By the time his wife
was discharged, the social
worker from Suncoast
Hospice had made sure
whatever special equipment she needed arrived
at their home before she
did.
“Suncoast Hospice
nurses came in to cover
and help with her care.
She passed away on a Saturday,” he said.
Jones turned to Suncoast Hospice’s bereavement support.
“I came for group bereavement with other
families. It was excellent.
People would show pictures of their loved ones,
and they could provide
support because they
were going through the
same things,” he noted.
The beneficial care
and support inspired his
desire to volunteer.
“I had to give back. I
feel that I help people with
a warm greeting and helping them get where they
are going. I’m not counseling anyone, but we provide refreshments and
talk to them. And once
you get to know a person
in the first and second
weeks, it’s like greeting

an old friend. We are
there to help,” Jones expressed.
Jones said his service
is very satisfying.
“There are mornings
when I wake up and say, ‘I
really don’t want to get
out of this bed, but I’m
going to get up and go.’ I
enjoy doing work and
being of use. The staff is
unbelievable. They treat
everyone so well. There is
satisfaction that I see
when people come in,
their needs are met, and
they are happy with the
services.”
While Jones lives fully
with golf, reading, jazz,
the symphony, travel and
other activities, he remains committed to serving Suncoast Hospice and
the community.
“For anyone who
needs assistance, I would
suggest this hospice. It’s
an untapped resource in
health care. The services
are amazing. Give it a try.
Call someone at Suncoast
Hospice,” he stated.
Volunteers make a difference. Learn more
about volunteer opportunities and orientation at
EmpathHealth.org/Volunteer.
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Pinellas County School news
Pinellas County Schools has scheduled two
mini-fairs to help families choose the right
school
Families will have the opportunity to attend two
fairs this month to explore schools and find the right
educational fit for their children. The fairs will feature
more than 25 elementary and middle schools at two
locations:
Tuesday, May 21, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
Largo High School, 410 Missouri Ave, Largo
• Belleair, Belcher, Frontier, Fuguitt, High Point,
Oakhurst, Ponce de Leon, Ridgecrest, Southern Oak,
and Walsingham elementary schools
• Azalea, John Hopkins, Largo, Meadowlawn,
Oak Grove and Tyrone middle schools.
Thursday, May 23, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at
Dunedin High School, 1651 Pinehurst Rd.,
Dunedin
• San Jose, Garrison-Jones, Dunedin, Sandy
Lane, Kings Highway, Elisa Nelson, Eisenhower and
McMullen-Booth elementary schools
• Dunedin Highland, John Hopkins, Morgan
Fitzgerald and Tarpon Springs middle schools
Representatives from each school will attend to
share information about their schools, activities and
programs. District staff will be on hand to help families register for school and guide them on how to
apply for special programs. If you have questions or
would like additional information, please contact Ellen
M. Truskowski, District Application Program Specialist, at 727-588-5037 or TRUSKOWSKIE@pcsb.org.
Be a part of the transformation: teach at a
school where you are needed most
Pinellas County Schools is looking for teachers
who are invested, engaged, energetic and tenacious
to lead transformational change at schools within the
Transformation Zone. As an educator in the Transformation Zone, you will receive additional compensation, focused professional development and
advanced school technology. But most of all, you get
to make an impact where you are needed the most.
A Transformation Zone Teacher Job Fair will be
held 9-11 a.m., Saturday, May 18, 2019 at Pinellas Technical College, St. Petersburg Campus, 901 34th Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711. For more information, contact Raquel Perez-Russo at 727-588-5007

or perez-russor@pcsb.org. Register by using this
link: Transformation Zone 2019 Teacher Job Fair.
Learn more about the Transformation Zone at
www.pcsb.org/transformationzone.
STEM Summer Camp registration open now
The school district is offering two types of camps
where students can explore Science, Technology Engineering and Math. STEM Summer Camps are for
students entering grades 2-7 next school year. During the four-day camp, students will solve daily
STEM team challenges, build and program robots,
participate in computer programming and take part
in hands-on engineering design challenges. The cost
is $100.
STEM Honors Summer Camps are for students
entering grades 8 and 9 next school year. The eightday camp will involve computer programming, multimedia productions, robotics and STEM career
exploration. The cost is $150.
Both camps will take place in June. Learn more
and apply at www.pcsb.org/STEM.
Learn about Cultural Arts and Gifted magnet programs at Midtown Academy
Families interested in the Cultural Arts or Gifted
Studies programs are invited to attend the Midtown
Academy Student Showcase. Explore gifted programs, and check out student science projects. Children will have opportunities to engage in educational
games and arts activities. Learn more about one of
our newest schools and find out how to apply. The
showcase will take place from 5 to 7 p.m. May 7 at
Midtown Academy Center for Cultural Arts & Gifted
Studies, 1701 10th St S in St. Petersburg. The event
will kick off with a question and answer session for
interested families at 5 p.m.
Summer Bridge registration is underway
Registration for Summer Bridge began on Monday, March 25. Summer Bridge provides engaging
activities to prepare students for maximum success
when the next school year begins. Most elementary,
middle and high school Summer Bridge programs
will be June 11 to July 18. Programs will take place
Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Learn more at www.pcsb.org/summerbridge.
The Late Application Period for Choice Programs is underway

Many magnet, fundamental and career programs have seats available for the 2019-2020
school year. Geographic application area restrictions for several programs have been lifted, allowing
students who live in other areas of the county to
apply. After parents apply, schools with available
seats will contact parents to invite students to attend. Parents can also contact program coordinators to find out the status of their late applications.
For information about Choice Programs
visit www.pcsb.org/choice. If you have questions
about the application process, contact Student Assignment, 727-588-6210.
Annual ESE Parent Survey is underway
It is time for the Florida Department of Education’s annual Exceptional Student Education Parent
Survey. Each year, the department surveys parents
of students with an individual education plan (IEP)
who receive special education services to determine how well schools are partnering with them
and promoting their involvement in their children’s
education.
If your child attends a Pinellas County public
school and receives special education services,
please take the survey. Feedback helps the state
and the school district improve educational services
for children with special needs and their families.
Parents can take the survey at www.esesurvey.com.
Or they can complete a paper survey distributed by
their child’s school. If you have questions or need a
paper survey, contact Tracy McMannus at 727-588-6062
or MCMANNUST@pcsb.org.
Kindergarten registration is underway
Parents can register their children for kindergarten for the next school year at https://reservation.pcsb.org. The school district is urging families
to register their children by May 29, before the end
of the school year. If your child is currently attending VPK within the Pinellas County school district,
you will not need to register them for kindergarten
for the 2019-2020 school year. Children currently attending VPK in the district will be automatically assigned to their zoned school in March. Learn more
at www.pcsb.org/KG. If you have questions, call
Student Assignment at 727-588-6210.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sanderlin Center second quarterly Family Fun Day this Saturday
ST. PETERSBURG —
The James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Center is excited to announce its second quarterly Family Fun Day for
Saturday, May 11 from 112:30 p.m. This will be a
fun-filled day for the entire family and FREE to
the public.
The goal for the quarterly events is to increase
awareness and access to
the local resources available to children and families in the community.
The James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
Center will be transformed into a kid’s paradise with a DJ, face
painting, crafts and so

much more! Adults will
have fun too! All mothers
will receive a free carnation just in time for
Mother’s Day.
Free hot dogs and
chips are available for attendees beginning at
12:30 p.m. until the food is
gone (first come, first
serve). There will be a
drawing for gift cards with
no purchase necessary to
win. Feel free to bring
your wagons and picnic
blankets to set up space
while you enjoy the day’s
activities.
“This Family Fun Day
will focus on spiritual,
mental and emotional
wellbeing by featuring a
gospel showcase of local

neighborhood churches,”
stated
Dr.
Celeste
Thomas, executive director, James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Center.
Vending opportunities
are available. This is a excellent free networking
event for community
agencies to meet potential
partners. If you are looking to sell art, jewelry,
make-up, services, crafts,
etc., there are vending tables available for a $10
registration fee. This includes one table and two
chairs.
Fun Day Agenda
• The family fun, vendor tables and gospel
showcase (six church

choirs performing in 15minute showcases) start
at 11 a.m.
• A live remote from
99.1 JAMS starts at 11
a.m.
About the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center
The James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
Center is a nonprofit organization whose mission
is cultivating a community where children and
families are valued, loved
and destined to succeed.
The center provides programs that promote the
values of education, family life, cultural arts,
health and employment
programs to children and

adults in south St. Petersburg.
Established in 1990,
by forward-thinking members of the community,
the Sanderlin Family Cen-

ter currently serves more
than 200 individuals in the
local community. Visit
www.sanderlinfamilycenter.org to learn more.
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Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
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Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
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Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”
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Celebrating service to the community
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support is needed. Pinellas
Technical College (PTC)
heard their call and answered with a $5,000 donation.
Nicole Brand, program
coordinator and facilities
manager for the Food System Center at PTC started
working with the organization not long after she
started the position in late
2017. With help from more
than 100 volunteers and
about six months of hard
work, a beautiful flourishing
garden named after Lampley (Miss Jo’s Garden) was
established.
“It has been a phenomenal experience. We have
had so many families and
students come through, and
we’ve had the pleasure of
giving both cooking and
garden education to them,”
said Brand. “That work is so
profoundly important, and
I’ve been able to see and
grow with them.”
Miss Joe’s Garden, on
the grounds of the St. Pete
campus, allows children
from surrounding neighborhoods to visit the garden
and get a chance to see firsthand where herbs and vegetables come from.
Last summer, the Kids
in the Kitchen program allowed the youngsters to revamp and maintain the
garden on Tuesdays, and on
Thursdays, the group
headed inside of the former
horticulture building to
learn about food nutrition,
safe cooking practices and
how to fuse items from their
own community garden into
edible masterpieces.
The program was a
huge success, and Brand
and The Gathering of
Women are gearing up for
another round of summer
fun.
Arts, Cultural & Heritage Award
Shawn Brown
Born to James and
Shirley Brown on Nov. 13,
1962, Shawn Brown is the
last of six siblings. His
mother was a classically
trained pianist and vocalist,
and his father was a jazz vocalist in the United States
Navy. This union produced
a solid foundation as all of
the children were musically
nurtured and encouraged to
pursue their talents.
Brown’s musical journey started at the age of
three when he began playing the piano and then became
the
organist
accompanying his mother
for their church at eighth
years old. He continued to
play at his church throughout his adolescent years
until he moved to Tampa.

Shawn Brown
He has a driving passion
and desire to help others,
which has inspired a group
of community professionals
that have locked arms to be
a part of that vision. These
men and women are honored to be on the Shawn
Brown Foundation Board as
Trustees and are committed
to guide and delegate this
foundation to make the
proper designations to help
others in need.
Brown is also known as
one of the top Hammond
organ players in the jazz
community. He was featured in the 2013 “Killer B3”
documentary. He plans to
use his skills and his Hammond organs to raise funds
for chosen charities. The
proceeds will help mentor
young, less fortunate musicians and to provide grants
and scholarships.
One of those young mu-

sicians was Eric Darius, who
today is one of jazz’s top
worldwide saxophone players. He lives in Los Angeles
and credits the start of his
success to Brown as his
mentor.
The foundation will use
strict guidelines and board
voted discretions to make
Brown’s vision become a reality. Their collective intent
is to provide financial assistance to families in need for
educational and cultural advancement.
Health & Awareness
Award
Kimberly
BrownWilliams
A maternal and child
health (MCH) professional,
St. Pete native Kimberly
Brown-Williams has more
than 19 years of experience
in the field. She began her
MCH career as a certified
community health worker
and worked in several other
roles within Healthy Start.
In 2014, she became the
program manager and provided strategic leadership to
the Healthy Start program,
local and national MCH networks and racial equity efforts. Her professional
experience includes MCH
programming and advocacy
work, health and racial equity, collaborative leadership
and community-based organization to achieve collective impact.

Kimberly
Brown-Williams
As the current program
manager for the federal
Healthy Start Initiative at
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, BrownWilliams sits on their
Diversity and Inclusion
Council and is the co-chair
of the health equity component. She is also a current
member of the National
Healthy Start Association
(NHSA) board, serves as
the co-chair of the membership and engagement committee, has been on the
planning committee for the
last four NHSA annual conferences and the national fatherhood activities.
Locally, Brown-Williams
is a board member for the
Healthy Start Coalition
where she serves on the
Fund Development and
Quality Improvement and
Planning Committees. She
also represents Healthy
Start in a variety of grassroots community-based initiatives and is an active
member of the Business
and Professional Women
Organization.
Her education and professional development include a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Eckerd College and certifications in
Maternal Child Health and
Portfolio Development from
St. Petersburg College.
Brown-Williams
has
been married to Calvin
Williams for 13 years, and
they have a beautiful daughter, Aaliyah. In her spare
time, she enjoys reading
and spending time with family and close friends.
Young Woman of Distinction Award
Kira Marae Butler
Kira Marae Butler is a
15-year-old 10th grader enrolled in the Center for Wellness
and
Medical
Professions at The Boca
Ciega High School, where
she maintains a 3.2 unweighted GPA. She is a
member of both the Student
Government Assembly and
the Excelling Excellence
Program.
She truly loves to sing
and is a valuable member of

her high school chorus. The
church choir and worship
programs offer other opportunities for Kira to share her
voice. She also loves praise
dancing and swimming as
well.
She is supported by her
parents, Ulas and Ladonna
Butler, and siblings Imari,
Mason, Quinci and Oren.
Kira looks to the future with
aspirations of becoming a
pediatric nurse. With God
as her guide and a family of
cheerleaders, the sky’s the
limit.

Kira Marae Butler
Last January, Kira
played the role of Sheba
Robinson in the theatrical
production “Dream for
America.” Starring superstar Lamman Rucker, the
play reflects and celebrates
the past 50 years since the
Civil Rights Movement.
This production was created
in partnership with the Arts
Conservatory for Teens and
St. Petersburg College,
showcasing the amazing talent of teens throughout
Pinellas County.
Young Man of Distinction Award
Jordan Tyler Bolds
The son of Terrence and
Dr. Angela Bolds, Jordan
Bolds is a 12th grader at
Northside Christian School
and a member of Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist
Church, where he serves as
the church saxophonist.
Jordan is an accomplished saxophonist and has
been playing for approximately seven years. He first
discovered his love for
music and the saxophone
while attending St. Petersburg Christian School
where he became a member of the band.

Jordan Tyler Bolds
Pastor Ricardo Welch of
Prayer Tower Church of
God taught both Jordan and
his brother, Joel Tayler, the
rudiments of music. Pastor
Welch soon discovered the
gift in both Jordan and his
brother and began to push
them out front, giving them
various solo and duet segments during the Sunday
morning worship service. It
is from this point the brothers recognized and embraced their musical gifts.
Jordan began to develop
and perfect his gift and has
participated
in
many
church, community and social programs and contests.
He is a member of Northside Christian’s marching
band, jazz band and concert
band, and has won many
awards including first place
of the 2016 “Power of Song:
Sounds of the Civil Rights
Movement” program and
first place of the 2017 Greatness Beyond Measure program held in Bradenton. He
has also received superior
ratings in band competitions.
Academically, Jordan
maintains an A average and
has future aspirations of becoming a biomedical engineer.
Humanitarian Award
Mary Murph
A graduate of Gibbs
High School and Gibbs Jun-

ior College, Mary Murph
holds a bachelor and master’s degree in guidance
counseling from Florida A
&M University. She has certifications in intellectual disabilities
and
varying
exceptionalities.
While working for 32
years in Pinellas County
Schools as an educator and
a school guidance counselor, she was also a wife,
mother of two and trailblazer and champion for the
sickle cell disease.
Murph’s work began
humbly when she founded
the first sickle cell disease
foundation in the state of
Florida. Once housing the
operations out of her home,
it now serves more than 135
local families at its location
at the Johnnie Ruth Clarke
Health Center in Midtown.
For 46 years, Murph has
supervised, trained, motivated, educated, inspired
and positively impacted the
St. Petersburg community
through her efforts and underlying passion for the
sickle cell disease. She
works in a volunteer position as the president & CEO
of the Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America St.
Petersburg Chapter.

Mary Murph
Murph is well acquainted with the daily task
of operating a minority business with little funding. She
is a courageous advocate
who makes sure that sickle
cell patients are treated fairly
at the hospitals. She knows
that to accomplish these
goals, you have to be very
well organized, educated,
relentless and creative. She
believes in providing the
best in services and support
to their clients.
Murph has celebrated
many accomplishments,
honors and awards on the
local, state and national levels for her extraordinary
work in the community. She
is a lifetime member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
and a member of Mt. Zion
A.M.E. Church.
Community Activist &
Leadership Award
Laura Connelly
Dunedin resident Laura
Connelly is president of the
General Federation of
Women’s Clubs (GFWC)
North Pinellas Woman’s
Club, a nonprofit service organization. This group of
170 women gives their time
for hands-on service projects throughout Pinellas
County, volunteering more
than 23,000 hours each year
in support of over 160 community services projects.

Laura Connelly
Connelly has held several other GFWC positions
at the club, district and state
level, including leadership
chair, district secretary and
president’s project chair.
She’s an advisor for the
GFWC Pinellas Juniorettes,
a service organization for 1218-year-olds, and helped
launch two new international affiliate GFWC clubs
in Belize, Central America.
Actively involved in supporting teenagers in the

community, Connelly has
mentored homeless youth
at Countryside High School,
volunteered in the school’s
career center, worked with
teens at Ready for Life and
mentored girls at the Sheriff’s Youth Ranch in Safety
Harbor. She and her husband Bill have an adopted
daughter from the ranch.
A member of First Presbyterian
Church
of
Dunedin, Connelly has
served as elder and chair of
the mission committee. She
also served on the social
services committee for the
City of Dunedin and was a
founding board member of
the Dunedin Cares food
pantry.
After leading several
church mission trips to Belize, she founded and served
as executive director of Belize Hope, a nonprofit that
provided high school scholarships for young people in
the country. She then spent
a year living in Belize where
she opened and ran a foster
home for nine teenage girls.
During her professional
career, Connelly has held
roles in technology sales
and sales leadership, executive
recruiting
and
career/leadership consulting for AT&T, IBM and
Management Recruiters International.
She also
founded and ran two executive search firms and served
as a member of MRI’s
strategic think tank and international board.
Connelly served as a
workforce
development
trainer and consultant for
nonprofits including the
AARP Foundation and now
serves as director of operations for PathLight International, an educational
nonprofit based in Belize.
She and her son founded a
family business teaching
golf and tennis to elementary-aged youth, where
Laura serves as operations
manager.
A cum laude graduate of
Bucknell University, she’s
been married 31 years and
is the proud parent of three
grown children and 10 foster children, plus six grandkids in the U.S. and three in
Belize.
Community Building
& Public Service Award
Lottie Culbertson
A St. Petersburg native,
Lottie Culbertson attended
local public schools and
graduated from The Boca
Ciega High School. She is a
graduate of Florida A&M
University, where she majored in nursing. She then
attended graduate school at
the University of Phoenix
and earned a master’s degree in nursing education.
Culbertson’s volunteer
path began at the Boys and
Girls Club and local public
schools. In 1997, she joined
the grassroots organization
Child’s Park Youth Initiative
Council/Community
Change for Youth Development (CCYD), where she
served as co-chairperson
and chairperson for five
years. CCYD was a community initiative that provided
youth and families with tools
to enhance their development, knowledge and opportunities.
She also served as a
SAC member and PTO
treasurer for six years while
her children were in public
school. She served as the
Health and Wellness coordinator at Fifth Avenue
Church of Christ from Jan.
2009 to Nov. 2018, where
she developed a clinic environment at a state lectureship to service the health
needs of the attendees.
For 10 years, Culbertson volunteered as a certified faith community nurse
through St. Anthony’s Hospital and collaborates with
community partners to develop health initiatives that
include Go Red for Women,
Pharmacy Brown Bag,
health walks, breast cancer
awareness, flu shots and
Blood Pressure Sundays.

Cuthbertson is the president of Black Nurses Rock
– St. Petersburg Chapter, a
non-profit professional nursing organization geared towards reaching vulnerable
communities to provide
health education, information and resources. She’s
served as a member of
Johns Hopkins All Children
Community Action Network for four years, a member of Churches United for
Healthy
Congregations
steering committee and is a
church liaison.

Lottie Culbertson
Her faith is a priority to
her. Cuthbertson was raised
in the Church of Christ and
currently attends Pinecrest
Park Church of Christ, with
Minister Lenwood Sapp, Sr.
She is the mother of two
beautiful daughters, Takita
Monique and Regina
Natasha, and is a grandmother to Daniel Joseph.
Volunteer, Advocacy
& Community Leader
Award
Calvin Brown
Calvin Brown is a Workforce Development Specialist at the Pinellas County
Urban League and master’s
level clinician at The Well,
whose passion is to help
clients achieve their career
dreams, find healthy perceptions of themselves and
strengthen their relationships so they can know
themselves as peaceful,
complete, whole and safe.
His philosophy is to
seize opportunities, embrace change, rekindle passions and use strengths to
create a career infused with
a sense of purpose and fulfillment and a life that you
feel makes a difference.
Brown’s mission is to provide a guiding light to individuals seeking a positive
change in their lives as they
navigate the waters of an
ever-changing world.

Calvin Brown
He is committed to empowering clients and helping them find a career or job
that is challenging, fulfilling
and meaningful. Brown
works collaboratively with
his clients to identify the real
issue(s), match values with
career choices, gain more
self-awareness, explore options, overcome obstacles
and set goals with accountability. These are the steps
that lead to successful
change and transition in a
career.
At The Well, his passion
is bringing healing to people
who have been through a
traumatic or stressful experience. Because research
shows that unhealthy relationships can cause both
emotional and physical
stress, whereas healthy relationships can enhance and
improve overall well-being,
Brown offers group counseling, anger management,
substance abuse counseling
and individual counseling
for anxiety, depression and
relationship issues.
He is a native of St. Pete
and is familiar with the numerous obstacles that job
seekers, families and couples face on a day-to-day
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basis. He enjoys meeting
people, traveling and empowering his community.
Brown holds a Bachelor of
Applied Science degree in
international business from
St. Petersburg College and
a Master of Arts degree in
clinical mental health counseling from Webster University.
Business & Innovation Award
Jo Ann Swain Nesbitt
President and CEO of
St. Jude Great Commission
Community Development
Corporation, Jo Ann Swain
Nesbitt manages and directs a comprehensive revitalization strategy for
low-income neighborhoods
in south St. Petersburg. She
employs homeownership
and entrepreneurship as
springboards to economic
stability. She believes those
two activities create generational family wealth and
works to build healthy
neighborhoods.

Jo Ann Swain Nesbitt
Nesbitt is also a consultant dedicated to helping organizations,
small
businesses, church congregations and individuals lead
the positive change that
benefits society through social entrepreneurship and
other community impact endeavors. A business innovator, she has owned
successful enterprises along
with her husband in the
areas of music entertainment, home buying education
and
restaurant
ownership.
Prior to her current position, Nesbitt enjoyed careers
in
non-profit
management, real estate,
mortgage lending, banking
and human services for
more than 35 years. She has
served many organizations,
individuals and families in
areas of organizational, personal and professional development. Her mission is to
help others realize the innerpower they have to do good
works!
Nesbitt has provided
training and development
for agencies and organizations such as the St. Petersburg Branch NAACP, Front
Porch Florida, Women on
the Way St. Petersburg College, Somebody Cares
Tampa Bay and many more.
Through her efforts, she
has seen hundreds of individuals develop skills that
have moved them forward
in life and provided stability
for themselves and their
families.
She has ministered to
women in seminars and
conferences in Word and
song since 2004, and leads
the women’s ministry at her
church, St. Jude Great Commission Church. Nesbitt
has a master’s degree in
human services with a concentration in organizational
management and leadership from Springfield College. She is married to
Pastor Edward Nesbitt, Jr.

and they have three adult
children and 10 grandchildren.
Journalism
and
Media Award
Rod Carter
Rod Carter anchors
News Channel 8’s weekend
evening newscasts at 6 and
11 p.m. and report general
assignment three days a
week. He is a proud graduate of Florida A&M University in Tallahassee, and this
past March was inducted
into the Godby High School
Alumni Hall of Fame.

Rod Carter
Carter is very active in
the community as host of
hundreds of community
events throughout Florida,
Alabama, and of course,
Tampa Bay. He routinely
mentors students in journalism and is a teacher for the
Florida A&M University National Association of Black
Journalists Short Course
every year, instructing students in broadcast during an
intensive weekend course.
He has covered a number of stories throughout his
career, including being the
only local reporter embedded with the NAACP on the
historic march on Washington 50th anniversary and
the Selma Jubilee. His involvement with NAACP
dates back to childhood
where he was president of
the youth council.
Carter is the corresponding secretary of the Tampa
Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity and president of
the Tampa Bay Association
of Black Journalists. He is
also on the community leadership board of the American Diabetes Association, a
member of the board of visitors for the FAMU School
of Journalism, a life member
of the FAMU National
Alumni Association, a
Swope, Rodante Vanguard
Award Selection board
member and corresponding
secretary of the Crescent
Foundation, the non-profit
arm of the Tampa Chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity.
Rod is a member of Beulah Baptist Institutional
Church in Tampa.
Higher
Education
Leadership & Achievement Award
Dr. Allyson L. Watson
Before serving as the
dean for the College of Education at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
(USFSP), Dr. Allyson L.
Watson served as assistant
dean, and Northeastern
State University’s first
named endowed chair. She
also served as the assistant
director at the University of
Oklahoma-Center for Educational & Community Renewal (now K-20 Center).
Her educational background includes a baccalaureate
degree
from
Bethune-Cookman University in elementary education, a master’s degree in
education and doctoral de-

Samantha Richardson, Josephine Lampley,
Kyesha Robinson, Nicole Brand
and Boe Norwood

grees in educational administration, curriculum and supervision
from
the
University of Oklahoma.
She is a full professor
and tenured graduate faculty with a substantial
amount of teaching experience in courses such as educational
research,
advanced educational measurements and statistics,
public school relations and
instructional strategies. Watson has focused her research on urban education,
faculty of color in higher education and urban school
and university partnerships.
In 2010, she founded
Teaching & Urban Reform
Network, a program to prepare pre-service teachers in
urban education and encourage effective pedagogical practices. This work has
served as a platform for the
successful acquisition of
grants, research presentations, journal articles and a
book chapter.
In 2015, Watson coordinated a team of educators
from across the U.S. to help
establish the first-ever robotics lab for girls in north
Haiti. This sustainable work
has empowered girls and
women in STEM (science,
technology, engineering,
and mathematics). Through
this innovative initiative,
Haiti sent the first competitive girls team in the history
of the nation to compete in
the VEX World Championship Robotics Competition.

Dr. Allyson L. Watson
Last summer, USFSP
College of Education
launched an inaugural
STEM robotics camp for
students in fifth through
eighth grades to enrich academic and experiential
learning within the Tampa
Bay region, which earned
her the Girls, Incorporated
STEM Woman of the Year
for 2018.
Following that prestigious recognition, USFSP’s
College of Education celebrated the grand opening of
a state-of-the-art innovative
STEM lab for all future educators, educational leaders
and organizational partners
to engage and experience
creative and innovative discovery first hand.
Watson received a
Legacy Award for her continued impact on Pinellas
County, following in the footsteps of her grand-uncle Dr.
Gilbert Henry Leggett Sr.
She is also an inaugural
alumnus of the Gates Millennium Scholars Program,
former national alumni president (2010-13) and 2014
past president of the Gates
Millennium
Scholars
Alumni Association.
As a member of the
Alpha Epsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated, Watson is committed to her
community and impact
through service. She believes that her job as an edu-

Rev. L. Don
Middleton, pastor of
New Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church.

cator is to empower others
to believe in themselves and
their capacity to reach their
true potential.
Education, Training
& Development Award
Victoria
CulbrethCribb
As the coordinator of the
Early Childhood Apprenticeship program at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC),
Victoria Culbreth-Cribb and
her staff prepare adults to
earn staff credential through
the Florida Department of
Education. With this certification, graduating apprentices
become
lead
instructors in licensed child
care facilities and or become
child development associates in Pinellas County Early
Childhood classrooms. The
program graduates more
than 70 apprentices each
year.

Victoria
Culbreth-Cribb
Since her first job at 14
years old, most of her employment record consists of
working with children. Culbreth-Cribb taught in several
licensed child care facilities
including Little Challengers,
which was born out of PTC.
She continued striving for
higher education and graduated from the University of
South Florida and later received a master’s degree in
reading from Saint Leo College.
She has worked for
Pinellas County Schools in
child care training, a kindergarten teacher and with the
apprenticeship program she
has now coordinated for the
past nine years.
Working at PTC has afforded her many opportunities to help others. She
became the lead mentor,
hospitality chair, Skills USA
lead advisor and department
chair for 13 programs. Culbreth-Cribb enjoys working
and being challenged, a trait
she received from her father.
With minimal formal education, her father raised a family and earned his high
school diploma at the age of
70.
Her parents raised six
children with high Christian
values and stressed the importance of education. Culbreth-Cribb was the first
child in her family to earn a
college degree, which inspired some of her siblings.
Her two brothers are college
graduates who pastor their
own churches in Fla. and Ga.
She has been blissfully
married to Elder Desmond
Cribb for 13 years, calling
him her “rock and greatest
supporter.” The couple has
been blessed with three
beautiful children.
President’s Award
Minister Ulas Demese
Butler
Born to Glorene Nichols
and Ulas Butler on Sept. 3,
1977, Ulas Demese Butler
was raised in St. Petersburg
and was educated in Pinellas
County Schools, graduating
from St. Petersburg High
School in 1996.

In Jan. 1997, he accepted
the call of God to preach the
gospel. Minister Butler loves
the Word of God and even
more the people of God. He
serves faithfully as an associate minister at True Light
Missionary Baptist Church,
where the Rev. Charlie Ward
is his pastor.

Minister Ulas
Demese Butler
He earned an Associate
of Arts degree from St. Petersburg College in May
2002. While working at SPC,
he met the love of his life,
LaDonna Nicole Whitfield.
The two united in holy matrimony in August that same
year. God filled their home
with lots of children: Imari,
Kira, Mason, Oren and
Quinci, all endearingly refer
to him as “Papa.”
In Sept. 2014, Butler
went back to school and
earned a bachelor’s degree
in human services a little
over a year later from Springfield College in Tampa. He is
currently the center director
for The Lew Williams Center
for Early Learning, an R’Club
Child Care, Inc. preschool.
At Lew Williams, Butler
has the opportunity to invest
in the lives hundreds of
youngsters, tens of teachers
and countless family and
friends. He uses God’s wisdom and love to bless and
encourage his fellowman.
Gwen Reese Lifetime
Achievement Award
Jon Wilson
A St. Petersburg resident
of St. Petersburg since 1956,
Jon Wilson moved from
Scottsbluff, Neb., as a child
with his parents. He earned
a bachelor’s degree in English and master’s degrees in
journalism and Florida Studies, all from the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg.

Jon Wilson
Wilson is a semi-retired
journalist after working as a
reporter and editor for
the
Evening
Independent and St. Petersburg Times (now Tampa Bay
Times), working almost exclusively in local journalism.
Although he retired from the
Times in 2007, he continues
his journalism career with
the Florida Humanities
Council and as an occasional
history columnist for The
Weekly Challenger.
He is vice president of
the African American Heritage Association and
worked with Gwendolyn
Reese and others on the
African American Heritage
Trail on 22nd Street South
and on Ninth Avenue South.

Wilson co-authored two
books about African-American history in St. Petersburg,
a book on St. Petersburg’s
immediate post-World War II
years and wrote a novel
about 19th-century Florida.
Possessing the sturdy
hearts and souls of adventurers, he and his wife Becky
walked coast-to-coast across
England,
from
St.
Bee’s to Robin Hood’s Bay, in
2005. They reprised the journey in 2011. Their daughter
Katie is also a USFSP
alumna, graduating in 2005
with a degree in journalism.
Family of the Year
The Wells Family
Structural Steel Estimator and Pastor Wayne Wells,
his beautiful wife of 45 years,
Rhunette Wells, senior pastor of All Nations Church Of
God By Faith EPC and loving children Antwaun, Kevin,
Wayne, and Hope make up
this year’s family of the year.
Wayne worked in the
construction industry for
decades, retiring last year as
part owner of L & D Steel of
Florida, LLC. Not only did he
excel in his occupation and
architectural talents, but he
also serves as a teaching pastor at All Nations Church Of
God By Faith, located 3000
4th Ave. S.
He conducts Bible study,
preaches the Word of God
and edifies the body of Christ
while positively impacting
his local community. He has
been a faithful and influential
member for more than 34
years. His servanthood has
placed him on a mission to
build and shape lives the
“Carpenter’s way.”
Rhunette worked at Allstate Insurance until she left
to raise her growing family.
By 1982, the spirit of the Lord
called her to be His servant,
and she received the baptism
of the Holy Ghost.
In 1994, she became a licensed minister, appointed
as a youth pastor in 1998, ordained as an elder in 1999
and the senior pastor of All
Nations Church in 2014, following in the footsteps of her
beloved parents the late
Overseers James and Johnnie L. Williams. She continues to spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ along with her
husband and brother, Pastor
Alvin Williams.
Antwaun is the eldest
Wells child. He is the husband of Davenia and the father of Tajea. He is a
stakeholder in Pinellas
County through homeownership and serves as a supervisor for Habitat for
Humanity, a barber instructor for American Institute of
Beauty, president of Deuces
Live, founder of Community
Resources and Solutions, Inc.
and is a servant of All Nations
Church of God by Faith.
Kevin, an entrepreneur
and philanthropist, is a graduate of USF College of Engineering and the CEO of
Wells Builders. He has four
children and said his mission
is to serve.
Hope Edwards serves in
her parent’s church through
involvement with the youth
and is a member of the
praise and worship team.
She is married to Robin Edwards and has three children. She is a tenured
employee at Ceridian.
Wayne Rashad serves in
the family’s church, the
proud father of two children
and works for Suddath Relocation Systems.

The Wells Family – Wayne and Rhunette Wells,
Hope Edwards, Antwaun and Kevin Wells
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Sinners Wanted’ premieres at Mt. Zion
SINNERS, from front page

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

was great, but it’s not the
gospel. I’m here on this
earth to present the
gospel.”
“Sinners Wanted” is
about how an unconventional pastor is ridiculed
by
his
hypocritical
church
congregation
after he rescues and marries a prostitute.
Jenkins wanted to illustrate how people can
be hurt by church, highlighting how many of
them have forgotten all
about the gospel.
“The majority of the
churches today aren’t
necessarily good, he
said. “So you can’t let
your experiences in a
bad church mess up your
relationship with the Father.”
He instructed the
congregation to go to the
book of Revelation and
count the churches.
“There were seven,”
he pointed out.” Out of
that seven, how many
were good? Four! So
what does that say? Revelations isn’t nothing but
a prophecy of the day.
Jenkins grew up in
church his entire life. His

father, Pastor John K.
Jenkins, has one of the
most
prominent
churches in Washington,
D.C. There he witnessed
firsthand the cruelty
within its hallowed walls.
Some of his closes
friends stopped believing
because of how they
were treated.
“We really have to understand God’s Word,”
he said. “God tells us
there’s going to be bad
churches. Beware. Be
able to decipher it.”
The congregation fell
in love with the wise beyond his years Jenkins
and the 90-minute film.
In the fall, he plans to
have “Sinner Wanted” in
theaters across the country in select cities. He’s
asking for both sinners
and saints to pack the
theaters so more films of
this nature will be produced.
“Hollywood does not
think there’s a platform
for
African-American
faith-based films, like
this,”
Jenkins
said.
“They’re not creating
platforms. So I said, ‘I’m
going to do them myself.’

Rev. Louis Murphy, Sr.
I’m going to tell the
gospel like it’s never
been done before. I just
need y’all to have my
back. Please have my
back as we go on this
journey.”
The film has only
been shown in five cities
around the country.
When it made its Washington, D.C., debut, it
beat out “Us” and “Captain Marvel.” Jenkins
chalked it up to a yearning for the gospel and the
need to see the black
people in God-filled content.
Log on to sinnerswanted.com to learn
more about the film.

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Jimmy Jenkins and Youth Pastor Shawn Thomas
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Infinite Potential celebrates 10 years
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG- Infinite Potential celebrated
10 years of providing quality Voluntary Prekindergarten, or VPK, to the
community last month at
the Lake Vista Recreation
Center with a kiddie prom
to end all kiddie proms.
Former
Pinellas
County School educator
Twanna Monroe started
the pre-school to better
prepare young AfricanAmerican scholars to be
comfortable in learning
who they are, preparing for
the rigors of kindergarten
and that "every mistake is
a chance to learn more and
feel good about it," she
said.
"We started with 12

children for VPK," recalled
Monroe.
Just three months into
the startup, Infinite Potential was overflowing with
scholars, so much so that
Monroe's husband, a local
contractor, had to help the
school expand its space.
Teacher Brittany Walton, who also doubled as
the mistress of ceremony,
made sure the parents
were having just as much
fun as their children. She
teamed up with Monroe in
the latter half of spring
2010 when she began
working in the infant-to-toddler classroom. She's now
a VPK teacher.
The positive synergy
between the two educators
enables them to shape
their pre-school program to
fit the needs of children

from the community.
"I love children, and I
love the process of them
learning," said Walton. She
wasn't just looking for a job
some nine years ago; she
was looking to find a "preschool home" where educating the whole is a
priority.
Walton and Monroe's
love for their profession
was evident as they danced
just as much as the pintsized scholars. VPK parents were welcome in as if
they were family members.
Infinite Potential is located at 2250 Roy Hanna
Drive S, St. Petersburg. If
you're looking for a topnotched pre-school, call
Monroe at 727-434-0828.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

South St. Pete Relay For Life raises $23,246
RELAY, from front page

health care, more than biological differences.
Socioeconomic disparities result in unequal access
to opportunities and resources, such as work,
wealth, income, education,
housing, healthy food and
overall standard of living.
Structural racism—the combination of institutions, culture, history, ideology and
codified practices that generate and perpetuate inequity
among racial and ethnic
groups—also contributes to
disparate health outcomes.
Moreover, black men
and women bear a disproportionately high burden of
other diseases, which influ-

ences cancer survival. In
2016, the death rate in the
U.S. was higher for blacks
than whites for heart disease, stroke, influenza and
pneumonia, diabetes, hypertension, HIV/AIDS, kidney
disease and homicide. Consequently, life expectancy is
lower for blacks than whites
among both men (71.5 versus 76.1 years) and women
77.9 versus 81.0 years).
After a prayer by Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church’s Rev. Louis Murphy Sr., whose wife died of
breast cancer, cancer survivor Tanasha Whiting was
wheeled onto the field to
share the story of her fight

with metastatic breast cancer.
She’s had two relapses
since the initial diagnosis.
The first relapse revealed
lesions on her brain.
“I had radiation on the
brain, and that has changed
me,” Whiting said. “My
memory is, there’s not a
word for it, it’s so far and in
between. Like in the middle
of a sentence, I’ll just forget.
What are we talking about?”
After an extended stay in
St. Anthony’s Hospital, she
started to recover. “I was
back to driving, walking,
you couldn’t tell me nothing.
Was back to doing what I
do, and I was going along
fine.”

Four months later, she
gave her testimony at breast
cancer event and even made
an appearance on the dance
floor. A week later, she was
unable to walk. Her brain
was not communicating with
the lower half of her body.
“Now I can bring my
toes up, down; I couldn’t do
that. And God brought all of
this back to me. So my
heart’s desire is to encourage each and every one of
you,” she said.
The cancer she was diagnosed with is not hereditary in her family. “This was
something specifically assigned to take me out,” said
Whiting, adding that every

woman should conduct
monthly breast self-examinations and receive mammograms
for
early
detection.
For the first time since
she was diagnosed two
years ago, no cancer is
showing in her body.
“Trust in the Lord our
God,” she finished.
According to the Center for Disease Control, the
cost of cancer care continues to rise and is expected
to reach almost $174 billion
by 2020. Annual Relay For
Life fundraisers helps provide financial support to
fight one of the deadliest
diseases worldwide.

Tanasha Whiting
was wheeled onto
the field to share her
fight with metastatic
breast cancer.

As of Wednesday night,
the South St. Pete Relay For
Life event raised $23,246,
shattering the goal of $15,000.
To make a donation, visit
http://relay.acsevents.org/
Top three teams:
Mt Zion Progressive
MBC — $6,732
Victory Lane —
$4,011
Eta Rho / Omega Psi
Phi — $1,550
Top three participants:
Antoinette Lane —
$1,260
Debra Short —
$1,000
Timeka Walker —
$940
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet

Saturday, May 25, 2019
6:00 pm
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
Contact the Church Office: (727) 327-0554
Tickets are available:
Adults: $30.00
Teens: $20.00 (13-17)
Children: $15.00 (9-12)
Door Prizes
Your patronage of this annual event assists
in providing scholarships to our graduates.

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
Afterward he appeared
unto the eleven as they sat at
meat, and upbraided them
with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they
believed not them which
had seen him after he was
risen. And he said unto
them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.
March 16:14-15
Sunday’s message from
Pastor Brown brought us
back to scripture around
Resurrection Sunday (Mark
16:14-18). Jesus is now on
the verge of his ascension
back to heaven as he meets
again with his disciples. His
encounter with them is not a
pleasant one, he is not happy
with them and uses a
harsher tone with them as
we see in Mark 16:14. His
unhappiness was because
the disciples were not celebrating his resurrection but
were rather having a sad,
sorrowful supper because
they thought Jesus was still
dead even after two accounts that had declared
that He was up. Pastor
Brown cautioned us that before we judge the disciples
harshly, we should look at
ourselves in the light of the
fact that we have had multiple opportunities to go as He
commanded since His resurrection but yet we act like
He’s still dead. From the
text Jesus reaffirms to His
disciples and to us of what
real belief is. Some of us
know how to say belief but
we don’t necessarily live belief and struggle at times in
showing belief in our ac-

tions. The subject of the
message was ‘Belief Under
Review’ and the question
asked of the text was ‘So
How Does Belief Look?’ Belief is more than a statement
we make, we must also live
belief before the world
around us. The answers to
the question were Belief is
Seen In: 1) Where We Go;
2) What We Do and 3) What
We Know. From verse 15
the word says . . . go ye into
all the world. It suggests to
us that if we really believe in
God, we should be willing to
go wherever God has created something and tell the
world (that the reason the
tree is still green . . .) is because God is real. We should
now go out because He’s
come in. We should be willing to tell the world about
Him because we know who
He is in our lives. Notice that
Jesus says go into ‘all’ the
world.
He doesn’t limit
what the world is to us.
Wherever we go we should
be talking about Jesus. We
should be bringing the love
of our Savior so that He may
come in and minister to the
needs wherever we are.
Continuing with verse 15
says . . . ‘and preach the
gospel to every creature . . .
We should be proclaiming
the good news to every creature (not just to family but to
enemies, to those who like
us and those who don’t). At
every opportunity that we
interface with someone we
should be talking about the
good news of Jesus Christ.
We only have 24 hours in the
day so what are we doing in

those hours? How much
time do we spend talking
about Jesus? Finally, from
verses 16-18 . . . Pastor
Brown wanted us to look at
the phrase ‘in my name’ and
pointed out that in the right
name things and circumstances can change and that
we need to know that there
is power in name of Jesus.
We don’t need to be concerned about other names
just learn that there is one
very good name, the name
of Jesus. As always this is an
excerpt from the preached
sword, we offer you the full
word each Sunday at 10:45 a.
m. The doors will be open
and you’re always welcome!
The Pizza Ministry is yet
serving in the Childs Park
on Mondays from 6:00 – 7:30
through the month of May.
A Mother’s Day Luncheon
celebration of the mothers
of St. Mark will be given by
the Brotherhood on Saturday, March 11 from 11:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. St. Mark
High School Seniors are encouraged to apply for various scholarship through the
church office before the
May 28 and 31st deadlines.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MBC
Pastor Frank Peterman
Jr. and the Missionary Society of The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church wish
to cordially invite you to our
fourth annual “Evening in
Red,” to be held on Sunday,
May 19, 2019 at 3:30 P.M.
Our church is located at
3940 18t Avenue South St.
Petersburg, FL 33711.
The purpose of this worship service is to bring local

churches together to continue worship and service in
unity, under one God.
Our speaker for the occasion will be Minister Corey
Givens Jr., Associate Minister of the Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church. The
theme is, “Evening in Red:
Christian Women Celebrating the Royal Priesthood of
Jesus Christ.” The scriptural
basis is derived from

Proverbs 31:10 and the celebratory colors are red and
white.
We pray that you will be
able to attend and share in
this time of fellowship. For
your convenience, you may
call the church administrator
at (727) 327-0015 or contact
Sis. Burma Reed at (727)2769016, with your confirmation.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Jesus, our Wayshower –
Part 2 – John 1:12-13
Dr. Doral R. Pulley, Spiritual Leader of Today’s
Church
Jesus is our Wayshower.
Wayshower means that Jesus
is the standard from which
Christians strive to operate in
our lives, world, and affairs
(Ephesians 4:11-13). As a
Wayshower, his actions and
teachings Show people the
Way to evolve, grow and live
as the highest and best self
that God intended. Charles
Fillmore said, “Jesus represents the Christ consciousness in human beings.”
Wayshower means that
he is an example of what it
means to be fully human
AND fully divine. He is the
perfect balance between humanity and divinity. Through
Jesus you learn how to live a
holistically healthy, balanced,
and well-rounded life. He
demonstrated what is like to
live a full life and how to move

from just surviving to thriving. “I AM come that you
might have life and that more
abundantly (John 10:10).”
Wayshower also means
that Jesus shows us how to
successfully navigate through
the 9 Stages of life: pre-existence with God, birth, life,
ministry, death, burial, resurrection, ascension and Second Coming. Nine is the
number of endings and
shows the completion of a
cycle. All numbers are
formed from the numbers 0
to 9.
Through the person of
Jesus, the Bible walks us
through each stage of the life
cycle. Just as Jesus, we each
pre-existed with God in spirit
before we took on our physical bodies (Jeremiah 1:4-10).
Jesus’ birth was a miracle and
each person who makes it
through the pre-natal process
is a miracle because so many
eggs are not fertilized, and
millions of zygotes never be-

come fetus (Luke 1:26-38).
Jesus’ early life shows us
how to build rapport and establish relationship with family and discover our true
selves (Luke 2:41-52). Jesus’
ministry shows us that each
of have a call to answer and
purpose to fulfill (John 14:12).
Jesus’ death shows us that we
must to die to our old selves
to be born anew in our thinking, speaking and actions (Romans
6:1-6).
Jesus’
resurrection shows us that
we can rise and recover from
any situation (Philippians
3:10-11). Jesus’ ascension
shows us that there are always higher realms of consciousness that we must
attain (Philippians 3:12-14).
Jesus’ Second Coming shows
us that have eternal life beyond our physical bodies and
that all of life is a circle
(Philippians 3:21). The Alpha
is the Omega and the beginning is the end (Revelation
1:4-8).
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